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Panel Gets Report

By Laurence Stern o
Washington Post Staft Writer

A Senate staff report recommends
that a perjury investigation be initi-
ated against former Central Intelli-
gence Agency Director Richard M.
Helms and accuses Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger of having ‘“de-
| ceived” the Senate Foreign Relations
| Committee in sworn testimony.

The report, which centers on testi-
mony given by high-ranking officials
on U.S. covert intervention in Chile’s
internal political' affairs, also recom-
"mends perjury and contempt investi-*
gations of three other government wit-
nesses in the Chile inguiry.

Prepared by Jerome Levinson, chief
counsel to the Senate Foreign Rela-
. tions Subcommittee on Multinational
Corporations, the confidential report
will be taken up for possible action to-
day at an executive session of the
Foreign Relations Committee.

The committee’ has the option of
endorsing or rejecting the report in
whole or in part.

The targets of the proposed invesli-
gations are former Assistant Secretary

of State for Inter-American Affairs .

Charles E. Meyer, former U.8. Am-
bassador to Chile Edward Korry, and
Wiliam Broe, former chief of the
CIA’s Latin American Division.

The report, submitted to subcom-
mittee chairman Sen. Frank Church
(D-Idaho) and Sen, Clifford P. Case
(R-N.J.), also asks that the record of
Kissinger’s confirmation hearing be
reopened in public session {o question
the secretary on the “rationale” for
U.S. covert political actions in Chile
after 1969.

1t further recommended thal Kis-
singer be asked to testify generally on
U.S. policy toward “duly elected gov-
ernments which may be anticipated
not to follow policies to the liking
of the United States.”
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F érd Defends Aciion

By Laurence Stern
Wa'shington Post Stalf Writer

President Ford defended U.S. covert
political operations in Chile last night
and said they were designed to pre-
serve the opposition press and pelitical
parties after the 1970 election of the
late Salvador Allende.

State Department and White House
spokesmen were unable, however, to
amplify on the President’s assertion
that the Allende government attempt-
ed, after its accession, “to destroy op-
position news media . . . and to destroy
opposition political parties.”

Mr. Ford said that the covert pro-
gram was “in the besl interests of the
people in Chile and certainly in our
best interests.”

At the time of Allende’s overthrow
and death on Sept. 11, 1973, some 10
major newspapets covering the entire
political spectrum nearly two dozen
radio stations and all major political
parties were operating in Chile.

The military junta that ousted Al-
jende from power terminated opera-
tions of all political parties and permit-
ted only pro-government newspapers
to resume publication. The Chilean
Congress, which ratified Allende’s elec-
tion in 1970, was also closed. .

Bolth White House and State Depart-
ment spokesmen said they had “no
guidance” on the President’s explana-
tion for the initiation of the covert
programs in Chile.

The issue omerged during the press
conference in the coutext of recent
disclosure that Central Intelligence
Agency Director William E. Colby told
a House subcommittec some $11 mil-
lion in covert funds were authorized~
by a National Securily Council bhody
and targeted against Allende both be-
fore and after his election in 1970.

Mr. Ford also endorsed the kinds of
covert actions carried out in Chile and
other countries that are supervised by
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Per]ury Probe
Is Proposed
On Chile Data
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The staff recommendations
reflected rising concern-in
Congress over major discrepan-
cies in the sworn testimony of
high State Department wit-
nesses and the disclosure of
secret téstimony last April 22
by :CIA Director William E.
Colby that the agency spent $3
million in Chile to foil the late
Salvadore Allende’s candidacy
in 1964 and $8 million attempt-
ing to block his election and
undermine his government af-
ter 1969.

The report cites previously
secret testimony by Kissinger,
delivered at an executive ses-
sion of his confirmation hear-
ihg on Sept. 17, 1973, minimiz-
ing the volé of the CIA in the
1970 Allende election. ,

It quotes, Kissinger as
saying: : :

“The CIA was heavily in-
volved in 1964 in the election,
was in a very minor way in-
volved in the 1870 election and |
since then we have absolutely
stayed away from any coups.
Our efforts in ‘Chile were to
strengthen the democratic po-
litical parties and give them a
basis for winning the election

*lin 1976, which we expressed
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' |nis testimony, .

our hope was that Allende
could be defeated in a free
democratic election.”

At the time Kissinger gave
the . report
noted, “the Forty Committee
[the National Security Coun-
cil's senior covert action
panel] had already -authorized
the expenditure of . . . $8 mi
lion for the purpose of desta-
bilizing the Allende govern-
ment so as to precipitate its

" |downfall.”

. Only a month . before Kis-

: singer testified, the report fur-

ther noted, the Forty Commit-
tee—which - he chaired—au-
thorized the expenditure of $1
million  of this amount for

"t “further- political destabiliza:

tion.”, - y

The basm for these assex‘«
tions was the Colby “testimony
as recounted by’ Rep. Michael
Harrington (D-Mass.), a mem-
ber of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. The CIA’s
only commedt on the Harring:
ton disclosure was to question
whether Colby has used the
word “destabilization” in his

April 22 testmmnz tg A Hos&s
AT A

ton (D-Mo.), during an execu-
tive _hearing on - the Helfnsg
nomination as ambassador 40
Iran on Feb. 7, 1973. eal

Symington: Did “you have
any money-passed to the oppor
nents of Allende? Sl

Helms: No, sir.. S e

Symington:- So that-the stb-
ries that you were involved-if
that are wrong entirely?

Helms: Yes sir, ..~ BRE

But Colby’s testimony, as v
ported in the. Harrington 1ét-
ter, was that the CIA -eX.
pended $500,000, inm 1969 20
fund anti-Allénde forces ant
during-the 1970 election $500-
000 was given to oppositién
party persorninel, After the
Sept. 4 popular election :in
‘which Allende won a plurality,
the account continued, $350,:
000 was authorized “to bribe
the ‘Chileanr Congress” in-ah
effort to “overturn” the -re-
sults of the popular election in
an ensumg congressxonal rqn,-

i

The staf report alluded, for

the first'time, to the existence
of a National Security Couricil
Decision .Memorandum prior
to -Allende’s election which
served.as the “umbrella”.under
which the Forty Commitiee au-
thorized clandestine activities
designed to destabilize the
Allende- government.

- Such a policy document
would have been drafted un-
der the direction of Kissinger
who also chaired the Forty
Committee meetinigs at which
the anti-Allende action vrg

11| grams were authorized.: ...

The report was also critigal
of Assistant Secretary of ihe
Treasury for International AL
fairs John M, Hennessy, who
assisted in' coordinating U.S.
economic policy toward fhe
Allende  government  that
leaned heavily. toward wlth
drawal “of lines of credit by
such . international. lending
bodies as the World Bank, In-
»terAmerlcnn - 'Developmént
Bank-and Export-Import Bank:

Hennessy, said the Levinsop
report, “either perjured. him:
self or seriously misled the
subcommlt
the primafy consideration i
U.8. economic policy toward

the' Allende government was-

Chile’s credit-worthiness.” . i
Broe, the' CIAS™

wfireitioed i

in the »a.

e in-stdtihg that’

‘highast;
raﬂﬂgg ogc.e'zh'ative for’ Latm

'
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B I iha nwimady. consideration ih

ton disclosure was 10 quesuon
whether Colby has used the
word “destabilization” in..his
April 22 testimony tp a House

CIA  oversight - committee
chaired by Rep: Lucien Nedzi
(D-Mich.). ST

Colby’'s only peérsonal ‘com-
ment on the Harrington report
was that he would neither éon-
firm nor deny its authenticity
sinee it was given in exetcutive
session, . Last Friday. Colby
commented that the disclosure

. lof his testimony. through a

confidential letter by Harring-
ton to hi§ chairman, Rep.
Thomas Morgan (D-Pa.) raised
questions about, the ability of

¢ | government witnesses- to tes-
| Department ‘witnesses dissem=

tify on “delicate” matters.

The -report . described --as

| “disingenuous” Kissinger's.tes

timony that. since 1970 “we
have .absolutely stayed away
from any.coups” in Chile. Kis-
singer, wrote Levinson, “must
have known that expending
funds for the express purpose
of creating political destahili-
zation had to enharnce the pos-
sibility, indeed the probability,
of - the- coup : which; - in fact,
took place.” o

Ini the case of Helms, the re
port cited an exchange be
tween the former CIA director

and one of his leading senato-
rial defenders,;Stuart Syming-have not.”

President

‘Operations in Chile -

'ALLENDE, From A1

the Forty Committee, an inter-
departmental panel of the NSC
responsible for management
of those programs.

Ford noted that the Forty
Committee  ‘reviews ‘“every

. leovert operation undertaken
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by our government'and that
information is relayed to the
responsible congressional com-
mittees where it is reviewed
by House and Senate commit-
tees, L

“«jt -geems’ to me that the
Forty Committee should con-
tinue'in existence and I am

going to meet with the respon-]

sible congressional committees
to see whether or not they
want any changes in the re-
view process:so that the Con-
gress as well as the President
are fully informed and are
fully included in the opera-
tions for any such’ actions,”
Mr. Ford. added. .

As far as could be de-
termined in interviews :with
chairmen and members of the
two principal oversight com-
mittees in the House and Seh-
ate last week, they had not
previously been briefed by
past administrations on the de-
tails and scope of the anti-
Allende operations as they
were revealed in the Colby
testimony. .

Sen. Stuart Symington (D-
Mp.), one of the most senior

CIA overseers on Capitol Hill,
told The Washington Post he

v

{

GG FAARTAML g we ssisear
Chile’s credit-worthiness.”
""Broe;” ‘the” - CIA™S" highcat:
ranking operative for Latin
America, was quoted‘in the re-

port as having' testified thaf -

there was no U.S, policy to in-
tervene in the 1070 Chileajl
election. Broe’s answers, howa
ever, are ‘technically shy of
perjury,”.  the . report - con-
cluded, - though/*they weré
“intended ‘to .conyey the in”
pression of & policy of non-n®
tervention” - . e

The testimony .of Nathaniel
Davis, U.S. - ambassador 0
Chile during last year's-anfi”
Allende: coup, conformed - td
the “overall pattern of State

bling and deceiving the com-
mittee and subcommittee with
respect to/the true scope of
U.S. government activities de-
signed to undermine. the -Als
lende regime,” the Levinson:
Yeport added. No action, how-
ever, was recommendeg:
against Davis. ' BRI

Kissinger and: Meyer were,

not available ' for comment:
Korry, reached in New .York,
said he was, “gratifiéd that Mr,.
Levinson, - after deliberately.
spreading the  word  that.

have committed perjury, naw

‘was “very surprised” at Cp_!z

reached the conclusion that. J:

v

Defends -

by's recent revelations.

Asked whether, under inter-
national law, the = United
States has'a right to seek to
destabilize a constimtional}y
elected government abroad,
Mr, Ford said: “I'm not going
to pass judgment on whether
it’s permitted or authorized
under international law. It’s a
recognized fact that, histori:
cally, as well as presently,;
such actions are taken in the
best interests of the couniries
involved.” : e

The President said he hag
been reliably.:informed that
Coramunist ~ countries spend;
“yastly more money than we
do” for covert operations.

He reiterated the: claims
made by Secretary of Stute
Henry A; Kissinger and CIA
Director Colby that “our gov:
ernment. -had no involvemént
whatsoever in the Allendd
coup ... The facts’ are we
have no involvement in any
way whatsoever in the coupiite !
self” . o
1,ast night the only record
of an anti-press action by the'
Allende government was thé
closing June 21, 1873, for iR,
days of the leading .apposition
newspaper El Mercurio on:a
charge that it was inciting,
subversion. - The newspaper,
which controls the 'country’s

-

major news chain, was e
opened by an appellate. couit
decision. N
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